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Sir: 



The following information is being disclosed to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office as 
information that may be material to the examination of the above-identified patent 
application. 



Applicant's Attorney is aware of the following art: 

US Patent No. 6,175,83831 
A copy of the art is enclosed with a Form PTO-1449 for the Examiner's use. 



Enclosed is a petition fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) of $180.00. Applicants' Attorney hereby 
petitions for consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .97(e)(2). Please charge any fee deficiency to deposit account 50-05 1 0. 
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No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the fiHng of this information disclosure statement. 

The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been 
made regarding the claimed invention (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)) or that no other possible material 
information exists. In addition, the filing of this Statement is not to be construed to be an 
admission that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
Patentability (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h)). 

Respectfiilly submitted. 
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